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STILL STANDING
“Music is what I use to cope. 
When I play my instrument, 
it takes my mind off of 
everything else. I can’t 
imagine my life 
without it.”
Page 4
-Noah Lopez
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
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RULES TO LIVE (WITH)
No: 13: Learn from the past
By Madelyn Beck
BIG BACKH A N D SUPS 
To shun the past is to refuse to learn from it.
For example, at the moment, I’m feeling pretty cold and could very well 
complain about it.
Then I remember my parent’s house. The water pressure went off every 
five minutes. I nearly froze to death trying to shower during winter morn-
ings in high school because our house was heated by a wood-burning stove. 
A stove with a flame that went out long before morning.
Eighteen years at the dead end of Yadon Road in Manhattan taught me 
how to stand the cold. It also taught me how complaining accomplished 
nothing (and still doesn’t, try as I might).
I look outside my apartment and sometimes just want to leave every-
thing behind because I feel like I’m not where I’m “supposed” to be.
But then I recall dorm life here at the Univsersity of Montana For me, it 
was a box-like science experiment  where I learned how difficult it is to say 
goodbye to my comfort zone and to embrace the Twilight Zone.
Though sometimes I feel out of place, I have to realize that everyone else 
does, too. Especially in the dorms, but everywhere. We’re all lonely humans.
There also comes a time when I want to shut myself in and not talk to 
anyone new. I mean, I know a lot of people. Do I really need to meet more?
Queue memories of my house on South Street. I remember Tom, my 
neighbor, and how much a simple conversation can mean. Even when 
there’s nothing more to say than how cold it is outside.
When I’m feeling like becoming a shut-in, I also look back to my very 
short-term homes: my couchsurfing adventures, my summer at the Alas-
kan fish-processing plant, my summer in the Bakken and my study-abroad 
to India. From these, I learned how little stuff I really need, but how much 
camaraderie can mean.
Thank you German guys for the card tricks in Ottawa. Thank you Palm-
er and Erik for going on adventures across knee-high mud to abandoned 
houses in Naknek with me. Thank you Kevin for taking me to the frog-
gy dam and Heather for taking me out for my 21st in North Dakota. And 
thank you Allison, for digging for pretty rocks with me and helping me 
play charades when we couldn’t speak the language in Pune.
Even when I convince myself I need to go out and be with people, I find 
myself wanting to give up on finding some sort of significant other, given 
my spectacular failure rate. But then I remember that for every failed esca-
pade, I’ve learned a little about who I am and what it is I want and need. I 
realize what it is I’ll want to come home to — someday. That is, when I want 
to find that home.
I look back now so I know how to move forward later.
So as you’re moving between semesters, or traveling home for the holi-
days, or even just staying put, try and remember what it is about the places 
you’ve lived that made them special.
Little things like having too much tinsel on a Christmas tree or a rope-
swing in the backyard. Things like a big living room so you can bring over 
friends, or a good stove so you can cook huge meals. I miss these and look 
forward to having them back.
It’s been a pleasure UM, but after this semester, I leave campus for good. 
So for those still living the nomadic college lifestyle, just try and remember 
where you’re from, what you’ve enjoyed, and who you’ve enjoyed it with. 
Every experience is an opportunity to learn, if you choose to.
madelyn.beck@umontana.edu
Big ups  to AlcoholEdu Pt. 
2. As if we didn’t already know 
how to drink...
Backhands to Missoula for 
another inevitable Can the Cats 
loss, proving once again that 
feeling like a good person is 
more important to liberals than 
being one.
Big ups to Montana for al-
lowing the federal government 
to tell it to allow same-sex mar-
riages.
Backhands to Griz coach 
Mick Delaney for retiring af-
ter this season. Isn’t the school 
supposed to fire you or some-
thing?
Big ups to videos of 
pot-smoking grannies. The el-
derly should feel comfortable 
baking more than cookies. 
Backhands to Grandma’s 
special cookies. Shit’s weak.
Cover photo: Bethany Blitz
Brown Campbell said UM 
should present a united effort 
when educating students about 
sexual assault.  
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For more full stories and exclusive content 
about the Dean of the Honors College’s 
Resignation check us out online: 
www.montanakaimin.com/
ONLINE 
ONLY:
BIG SKY IN BRIEF
SELF DEFENSE CLASS
SPARKS DEBATE
Two self-defense training 
workshops took place on campus 
last week, sparking debate about 
how to prevent sexual assault. 
One of the self-defense 
workshops was put on by resident 
assistants, who advertised with 
posters that read, “How not to be 
a target! Basic self-defense skills.”
Kim Brown Campbell, 
University of Montana’s campus 
assault prevention coordinator, 
said self-defense classes 
send mixed messages about 
sexual assault, and thinks the 
poster suggests victims have 
responsibility in whether they 
become a victim. She also said the 
poster’s definition of “a target” 
ignores the possibility a victim 
knows his or her attacker.
Residence Life Area Coordina-
tor Isabelle Jeffries said the poster 
was a poor choice of words. She 
said RAs are encouraged to be 
creative in advertising events.
Same-sex couples waited 
outside the Missoula County 
Courthouse Clerk’s office to get 
their Montana marriage license, 
just before 8 a.m. on Thursday. 
“The doors are open! The 
doors are open!” cheered the 
couples in line and the crowd of 
supporters. 
Four same-sex couples 
wed in the Missoula County 
Courthouse this morning, and 
that number continues to grow 
after a judge lifted Montana’s 
ban on on same-sex marriage 
yesterday.
Leslie Burgess and Serena 
Early, a couple for 18 years, were 
the first to receive their marriage 
license.
Claire Michelson and 
Lindsey Buck, a same-sex 
couple and University of 
Montana students, attended to 
support other couples and to see 
Montana history unfold.
“It’s a really good feeling, to 
watch people who have been 
together for so long and have 
the chance to get married, it’s 
very emotional and a day full of 
hope,” Buck said. “We’re hoping 
to come back in the future, and 
it’s so exciting that we can do 
this in our home state.”   
Provost Brown said this 
week that the committee 
exploring revamping how 
students get textbooks will 
be formed by the end of the 
semester.
The committee will look 
into ways the University could 
implement Rafter 360, a flat 
rate book rental program for 
all students regardless of major 
or need. 
The committee will be made 
up of faculty, staff and stu-
dents.  
erin.loranger@umontana.edu
@eloranger
courtney.anderson@umontana.edu
@courtneytown42
michael.wright@umontana.edu
@mj_wright1
Erin Loranger
Montana Kaimin
SAME-SEX WEDDINGS 
IN MISSOULA
Courtney Anderson
Montana Kaimin
RAFTER 360 
COMMITTEE TO BE 
FORMED
Michael Wright
Montana Kaimin
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H
e marched across the field 
of Washington-Grizzly Sta-
dium with 35 pounds of 
silver-plated brass wrapped 
around his torso.
Stepping with the heavy instru-
ment was no easy feat for Noah 
Lopez, the University of Montana 
freshman who once thought he’d 
never be able to stand up again.
Less than a week had passed 
since his first practice with the 
Grizzly Marching Band. He felt 
nervous and wasn’t sure if he was 
ready to perform. He asked him-
self if he remembered all the notes, 
moves and timing.  
Ready or not, it was game time.
The stadium, which seats over 
25,000, was packed with football 
fans for the first home game of the 
season. Cheers melted into a roar 
coming at the field from all direc-
tions as the band prepared for its 
halftime show.
Lopez pressed his lips against 
the sousaphone, took a deep 
breath and played it loud.  
Just four years before, Lopez 
laid in a Maryland hospital bed as 
doctors told him there was noth-
ing more they could do. His right 
leg, badly broken in a senseless act 
of violence, had to be amputated.
Lopez took his loss as a chance 
for personal growth. He’s used the 
experience to open new opportu-
nities, like filling in for a sousa-
phone player just before the first 
Griz game. 
The moments of silence before 
Lopez plays remind him of the 
quiet, bullied boy he used to be. 
Losing his leg was an awakening 
for him to stand up for himself.
Breaking Point
Lopez grew up about an hour 
west of Baltimore. He moved 
around the area a lot, which meant 
he often had to switch schools.
“Middle school was really, re-
ally rough,” he said.
He was bullied because of 
his weight. He didn’t have many 
friends.
In eighth grade Lopez moved to 
the Maryland suburb Smithsburg. 
Ten miles from his hometown, he 
faced more rejection at his new 
school. He tried to make friends. 
They called him a nerd and told 
him to go away.
“It really hit my self esteem 
hard,” he said.
Things started to look up for 
Lopez when he was accepted into 
the Barbara Ingram School for the 
Arts, a public high school in the 
area that accepts students based on 
auditions.
Lopez started playing tuba in 
the third grade. He picked it be-
cause he wanted something loud, 
something that made him feel 
fierce and powerful.
“My mom always tells every-
one the story,” he said. “One day 
I just came home from the third 
grade pulling this big tuba behind 
me.”
So the summer after eighth 
grade he went to the school to audi-
tion. The school’s principal recom-
mended that Bill Hollin, one of the 
music teachers, hear Lopez play.
“He showed some real poten-
tial, so I said, ‘All right, let’s give it a 
go’,” Hollin said.
Lopez was off to a good start at 
his new high school when his life 
changed drastically.  
It was Sept. 14, 2010, the begin-
ning of his freshman year. All of 
the schools in the area had the day 
off, but many parents, including 
Lopez’s mom, still had to work. She 
told Lopez to stay home, but his 
friend from middle school, Matt, 
invited him over.
Lopez’s mom was not fond of 
Matt and his older brother Ethan, 
who they only remember by first 
names.
“I knew those boys were trou-
blemakers,” Song Lopez-Kirst said. 
“They only used Noah when there 
was no one else to hang out with.”
Lopez said Matt was one of the 
few friends he had in Smithsburg, 
so he jumped at the opportunity 
to hang out with him despite his 
mom’s misgivings. He walked 
to Matt’s house and knocked on 
the door. Seconds later, the door 
swung open and Matt and Ethan 
grabbed Lopez and pushed him to 
the ground.
Ethan held him down while 
Matt held his thigh and bent his 
leg upward. 
“Then, my best friend snapped 
my leg,” he said.
Lopez said he doesn’t know 
why Matt did it, but thinks it may 
be because he remained friends 
with a girl whom Matt had broken 
up with weeks prior.   
He laid on the floor, unable to 
move and wailing in pain while 
the boys took pictures and videos 
with their phones.
“I was in so much pain that I 
could barely speak,” he said.
That day, he was forced to chan-
nel an inner strength he didn’t 
know he had, but would never let 
go.
Matt and Ethan threatened to 
break his other leg if he told any-
one the truth. So Lopez told his 
mom that he had broken it wres-
tling. He was rushed to the hospi-
tal, where he would spend the next 
two months.
Both are deep-sounding instruments 
that play the same notes, but are 
just used for different purposes
SOUSA
Sousaphones are 
basically giant 
tubas that wrap 
around your body 
TUBA
The tuba was too 
difficult to carry in 
a marching band, 
so the sousaphone 
was invented
STORY BY BREA GAUDIOSO           PHOTOS BY BETHANY BLITZ
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After a week of procedures, doc-
tors found the circulation had been 
cut off in the lower part of Lopez’s 
leg, so he went into emergency sur-
gery for the second time. This time, 
surgeons took a vein from his arm 
in hopes of restoring circulation to 
his leg.
It worked, but it was too late. 
The muscles in Lopez’s leg had al-
ready died.
Lopez-Krist was at work when 
she got the call.
“They said that when they went 
in there they could see all of the 
muscles were completely rotted. 
They were black. It was because 
they didn’t operate sooner that 
Noah lost his leg. It was their fault,” 
she said.
Her heart dropped. She asked 
the doctor to wait until she and his 
grandparents got to the hospital so 
they could be together when they 
told Lopez.
He sat awake all night after 
hearing the news. The few times 
he managed to doze off he woke 
up screaming. Early the next morn-
ing, doctors began prepping Lopez 
for surgery. His mother watched, 
feeling helpless.
“That was the worst day of my 
life. He was trying to jump off the 
table and begging me to not let 
them take his leg,” she said.
Lopez spent the next two 
months in the hospital, first trans-
ferring to the children’s hospital in 
Washington, D.C., then to the Na-
tional Rehabilitation Hospital. He 
was fitted for his first prosthetic, 
and began to learn to walk again.
“There were some days where 
I didn’t want to get out of bed,” he 
said.  “I wasn’t eating or talking to 
anybody. It was really hard.”
Lopez was released right be-
fore Thanksgiving, but even in the 
comfort of his own home, read-
justing to life without his leg was 
incredible painful, physically and 
emotionally.
When he was able to walk 
with his prosthetic, though he was 
very sore, he walked to Matt and 
Ethan’s house to confront them. He 
wanted to know what he had done 
to make them so angry, but they 
didn’t give any reasons.
Instead, they threatened to hurt 
him if he told anyone what had re-
ally happened. So Lopez left with-
out another word.
“I was terrified. I didn’t know 
what to do.” He kept the truth to 
himself for two years.
It was his junior year when he 
broke the silence, first telling his 
school counselor who then called 
his mother in to have a conversa-
tion. She was shocked.
“I was angry and I was sad at 
the same time because I couldn’t 
understand why he waited so 
long,” she said.  “I knew those boys 
were troublemakers. I knew they 
were using him. I never trusted 
them.”
Lopez-Krist had tried to talk to 
Matt and Ethan’s mother before the 
truth came out, but said she was 
met with aggression. When Lopez 
told his mom the truth, they de-
cided to move forward rather than 
live through the tragedy again.
Learning to Stand
After losing his leg, Lopez suf-
fered from phantom pain, a condi-
tion where one feels pain from a 
body part that is no longer there.
“Noah would scream in the 
middle of the night,” Lopez-Krist 
said.  “I’d sit there with him and 
kind of rub the bed to make him 
think you were rubbing his leg so 
his brain would recognize.”
Lopez returned to school in De-
cember, where Hollin and the rest 
of the school showed an immense 
amount of support for him.
“When we got him back and 
he had to adjust not just physically 
to life without his leg, but also the 
emotional toll that it took, which 
was pretty significant,” Hollin 
said. “He had some pretty dark 
days, but the teachers at my school 
and his friends — we just didn’t 
give up on him.”
Continued on page 6
One UM student’s story of personal and musical growth after losing his leg
STILL STANDING
When Lopez’s prosthetist told him to not let his handicap limit his capabilities, 
he took the advice to heart. Upon arriving to the University of Montana this 
fall, Lopez joined the marching band. “I wanted to prove to myself that I could 
do it and I thought it would be fun,” he said. 
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As Lopez was getting used to 
his prosthetic, he would sometimes 
trip because he couldn’t feel un-
even ground beneath him. Hollin 
recalled one day when Lopez re-
fused help retrieving his tuba from 
the opposite end of the room. He 
tripped and landed square on the 
end of his amputated leg.
“I have never heard anyone 
scream in pain the way I heard that 
day,” Hollin said.
Lopez was out of school for a 
few days after the fall. When he 
returned, he and Hollin had a long 
talk. They both understood he 
needed to swallow his pride and 
accept help sometimes.
“This kid, he’s got guts and he’s 
got courage that I’ve only seen in a 
very small handful of kids,” Hollin 
said.
Hollin said he got to know Lo-
pez very well over the four years he 
taught him, from his first audition 
to his senior recital. Along with the 
personal growth everyone saw in 
Lopez, Hollin said his growth with 
his instrument was also tremen-
dous.
“He’s probably developed 
into the best tuba player I’ve ever 
taught,” Hollin said.
Hollin is the one who intro-
duced Lopez to UM. He lived in 
Missoula for five years, where he 
taught high school band at Sentinel 
and Hellgate before moving east. 
He was friends with UM’s tuba in-
structor Dr. Ben Kirby, and knew 
the University would be a great 
place for Lopez to keep developing 
his musical skills in an encouraging 
environment.
“Missoula is a unique place with 
the type of people you don’t find 
anywhere else,” he said.  “I knew 
if Noah were to thrive anywhere 
it was gonna be there. It’s a perfect 
place for him.”
Marching Forward
In just a couple short months, 
Lopez said he has begun to 
find his place here at UM. As a 
freshman studying music edu-
cation, he looks up to the older 
students in the music department 
who have put a lot of time into prac-
ticing their instruments.
Here at UM, he realized that 
although he was considered an ex-
cellent high school musician, he has 
many areas he needed to improve 
in with his instrument.
“I don’t want to just play average 
like everybody else does, I wanna 
try to be the best that I can be,” Lo-
pez said.
And Kirby, his new tuba in-
structor, knew Lopez would be no 
exception to the rest of the fresh-
men he taught. They all have their 
work cut out for them if they want 
to excel as musicians, he said.
“He’s on that train, like anyone 
else he is figuring it out,” Kirby said. 
“If he applies himself in a practice 
room thoughtfully and diligently 
he will be a wonderful tuba player.”
Lopez has pushed himself to 
become involved with the march-
ing band. Because he joined late, he 
missed the end-of-summer prac-
tice camp and only had two prac-
tices with the team before the first 
performance.
“I just kept thinking, ‘How am I 
going to learn this? I am not going 
to be able to learn this,’” he said.
But Lopez’s section leader took 
him out onto the field one day 
for a couple hours of one-on-one 
practice. Before he knew it, he was 
ready.
On weekends when the Griz ar-
en’t playing at home, he often hangs 
out with many of the other 11 sou-
saphone players from the band.
When Lopez told his mom he 
joined marching band, she said she 
was a little worried. The first couple 
weeks he practiced, she got calls 
from him. He told her about the 
soreness from hours of marching 
on his stump.
Brian Tremper, another student 
in marching band who plays snare, 
said Lopez keeps up just fine.
“He’s been very, very, good at 
coping with a demanding drill de-
spite his leg,” he said. “I don’t know 
him very well personally, but he’s 
gotta be a pretty cool person if he 
can deal with all that.”
Lopez, an inch shy of six feet, 
is the perfect match for the largest 
brass instrument of them all.
“Music is what I use to cope,” he 
said. “When I play my instrument, 
it takes my mind off of everything 
else. I can’t imagine my life without 
it.”
Similarly, Lopez said he couldn’t 
imagine life without the loss of his 
leg. He wouldn’t have learned how 
it was essential to stand up for him-
self. 
Though the horror Lopez faced 
as a result of adolescent aggression 
seems unimaginable, bullying is 
not uncommon. According to a 
2014 UCLA psychology study more 
than one out of every five children 
will be bullied from sixth to 12th 
grade.
And those who are bullied are 
at an increased risk for depression 
and academic problems, according 
to the Center for Disease Control.
The harassment Noah faced the 
day his leg was broken changed 
him.
“I was bullied. I never stood up 
for myself. I took everyone’s crap,” 
he said.  “After it happened, and I 
got back to my senses, I asked my-
self why I let it all happen. I became 
stronger.”
Every weekday at 8 a.m., he 
walks across campus and practices 
for a couple hours alone in the pri-
vate music rooms before his classes. 
On gamedays you can catch him 
on the field with the rest of the Griz-
zly Marching Band and his sousa-
phone, parading across the field 
during  the halftime performance.  
While many Missoula residents 
prepare for the Griz football games 
by firing up the grill and pumping 
the keg, Lopez’s Saturday morn-
ings are much different. He wakes 
up before the sun rises and meets 
the band at 8 a.m. for practice at the 
stadium.
The band then eats lunch to-
gether, suits up in Griz colors and 
heads out to serenade tailgaters be-
fore the big show.
After Griz games, Noah finds 
himself exhausted and heads back 
to his room in Pantzer Hall to 
shower and get to bed early.
Marching band isn’t the end 
goal for Lopez, but the start of his 
career as a musician. After gradu-
ation, he hopes to travel the world 
playing his tuba in orchestras.  
breanna.gaudioso@umontana.edu
@breagaudioso
harassment on social media sites 
like Whisper and Yik Yak.
“I would be very surprised, in 
fact I’d be shocked, if a ban were 
to happen,” Hohman said. “For 
one that would be a very odd 
precedent for the University to 
set, one that in the past they’ve 
Montana Kaimin
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The yak read: “white people 
won life, Africa lost, sorry we 
were so much better than you 
we were literally able to enslave 
you to our will.”
The post — on the new, anon-
ymous social media forum Yik 
Yak — prompted a three-day 
protest at Colgate University in 
New York, where the yak was 
written.
Similar yaks prompted Nor-
wich University in Vermont to 
block Yik Yak from its campus. 
Additionally, 85 percent of high 
schools and middle schools 
across the United States are 
geofenced — a ban within geo-
graphical boundaries — to ad-
dress cyber harassment, accord-
ing to the company’s website.
But the likelihood of any reg-
ulation or ban on the app at UM 
is extremely minimal, Dean of 
Students Rhondie Voorhees and 
ASUM President Asa Hohman 
said.
ASUM passed a resolution to 
create a cyberbullying task force 
at its Nov. 5 meeting. The task 
force will look at how to combat 
coming.
UM Dining director of mar-
keting Sam Belanger said UM 
dining relies on Yik Yak and 
other social media for feedback 
on the Food Zoo experience. He 
monitors the app for Food Zoo, 
or dining related yaks — both 
positive and negative.  
UM Dining associate director 
for operational support and Pro-
fessional Development Byron 
Drake called for a webinar on 
the app on Nov. 12. The meeting 
addressed challenges associat-
ed with anonymous chat rooms 
and was available for University 
administrators across the coun-
Yik Yak won’t be banned, probably
Taylor Wyllie
Montana Kaimin
CENSORSHIP-ISH
YOUR DEVICE COMMUNICATES ITS 
LOCATION TO THE CELL NETWORK AT  
ALL TIMES. 
HOW DO YOU “BAN” AN APP?
never done with problematic 
apps … I’m also unsure how’d 
they’d effectively do that.”
ASUM does not know who 
will make up the task force, or 
what it will be discussing and 
implementing. Hohman said the 
resolution has been sent to the 
appropriate members on cam-
pus, and details will be forth-
ADMINISTRATORS CAN SELECT A 
SPECIFIC LATITUDE/LONGITUDE TO 
ACT AS A GEOFENCE
try, Drake said.
The webinar was for informa-
tional purposes only, Drake said, 
and UM Dining has no interest 
in setting policy in regard to Yik 
Yak or cyberbullying.
Drake said the webinar put 
Yik Yak into perspective, and 
allowed him to see the positive 
implications.
“I think it’s beneficial that 
[UM Dining] is aware of what’s 
being said,” Drake said. “Any-
time you can get candid feed-
back from folks about your oper-
ation that’s a good thing to know 
— good or bad.” 
Cyberbullying, and possible 
solutions to the problem were 
also discussed.
“A couple of the institutions 
have started an educational cam-
paign,” Drake said.
Dean Voorhees said educa-
tion, and a campus-wide discus-
sion with students and adminis-
trators is the best way to address 
cyberbullying. 
“I think the [ASUM resolu-
tion] is good just to stimulate 
more campus conversation 
about who we want to be as a 
community, how we can educate 
our students to protect them-
selves to the degree they can,” 
Voorhees said. 
In addition, Drake said in-
forming students that Yik Yak is 
not as anonymous as it appears 
could combat digital harass-
ment.
“If someone were to say 
something illegal or threatening, 
they could be held accountable 
for that,” Drake said. 
The UM Student Conduct 
Code and the University’s dis-
crimination and harassment 
policy allow UM officials to take 
action against a reported case of 
cyber bullying. 
However, changing technolo-
gy and the anonymity of the In-
ternet make this more difficult.
“There has to be evidence of 
a perpetrator,” Voorhees said, 
“and some of the newer tech-
nologies where people can com-
ment anonymously, it’s much 
harder to figure that out.”
She said empowering stu-
dents to “take back social media” 
is the way to continually address 
the bullying problem. 
“At other universities, the way 
this has played out is that often-
times students have taken back 
the space,” Voorhees said. “Stu-
dents respond to one another 
and respond to bullies, and tell 
them on all forms of digital me-
dia that that’s not right.”  
taylor.wyllie@umontana.edu
@wylliet
once the app detects that  
you’ve crossed THAT  
longitude/latitude boundary, 
access to the app is restricted.  
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.80 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$2.00 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Sierra Batey
Dani Howlett
Taylor Skansi
OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jesse Kipp
ONLINE PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
PRODUCTION
Taylor Crews
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
FOR SALE
Don’t forget your HOT SAUCE, 
SAUSAGES, SAUERKRAUT 
and CHRISTMAS GIFTS before 
you leave. Find them at The Joint 
Effort 1918 Brooks St. Holiday 
Village Shopping Center
HELP WANTED
Travel Company seeking 
outgoing models to portray 
collegian and entrepreneurial 
interns. For info call 945-2027
Weld Tech - FT Service Tech. 
Gnrl Mech & Weld skills. 
Willing to Travel.  Valid license 
& clean record req. Fax or 
email resume to: 406-244-
5576, weldtech@blackfoot.net
SELF STORAGE
Call Today! 406-541-4645 
ALL STAR SELF STORAGE 
SECURE Facility & NO Deposit!
SERVICES
PC and Apple Repair Free 
Diagnosis Blocks from Campus 
www.firstsolution.com 
(406) 540-1969
PSA
Thermo Fisher Scientific is 
offering our future science 
scholars another opportunity to 
win up to $10,000 in scholarship 
funding for the 2015-2016 
academic school year. This 
scholarship was created to help 
provide educational opportunities 
for the future generation of 
scientists. For more information 
or to apply, please go to 
thermoscientific.com/
PierceScholarship. All 
applications must be received by
1:00 pm PT on December 29, 
2014.
About an hour out of Missoula 
lies the city of Corvallis, Montana 
guard Riley Bradshaw’s hometown.
Thanks to the town’s proximity 
to Missoula, Dahlberg Arena feels 
like the redshirt sophomore’s home 
court. One of head coach Travis 
DeCuire’s main weapons off the 
bench, Bradshaw seems to be a per-
fect fit for the Grizzlies.
But the homecoming didn’t hap-
pen overnight.
After his senior year of high 
school, Corvallis’ scoring legend 
had narrowed his college choices 
down to Montana and Utah State. 
Hoping for new experiences, Brad-
shaw decided to leave home and 
don the Aggie uniform.
It didn’t take Riley long to decide 
that he had made the wrong deci-
sion. After just one game with Utah 
State, the 6-foot-2-inch guard knew 
it was time to come home.
“When I really started to think 
about leaving, I thought about my 
family back home and how nice it 
would be to play in front of them, 
so that had a lot to do with it,” Brad-
shaw said. “Every game you see 
someone here from my community, 
and my parents come to every game 
so it is great having that support.”
Upon his return in the 2012-2013 
season, Bradshaw redshirted and 
sat out the rest of the year. Due to 
NCAA transfer rules that state 
transfers must sit out two full se-
mesters, Riley wasn’t able to see ac-
tion until December 2013.
While adjusting to a new school 
and working his way back to the 
court, Bradshaw went through an-
other transition — helping his mom 
battle cancer. In March, they were 
happy to announce Eileen was can-
cer-free.
“She’s doing great,” Bradshaw 
said with a smile.
Now ready to take the floor in 
front of family and friends for his 
first full season, Bradshaw is ready 
to contribute to a Griz team loaded 
with sharpshooters.
“Throughout high school I used 
my dribble a lot to penetrate,” Brad-
shaw said. “Now, adjusting to the 
college level, I try to stay aggressive 
and keep the defense off balance 
with dribbling and where you’re at 
on the floor.”
The guard’s up-tempo style fits 
perfectly into DeCuire’s run-and-
gun system. 
“He’s one of those guys that can 
really catch fire,” Grizzlies guard 
MaroDunn said. “You don’t see 
it as much because he’s handling 
the ball a majority of the time. He’s 
done a great job learning both the 
point guard and wing spots in our 
offense.”
Despite opening the season 0-2, 
including a double overtime loss to 
Boise State on Tuesday night, Brad-
shaw and the Griz are happy with 
the improvement they’ve seen.
With a handful of games coming 
up before the conference, the Griz 
have time to adjust their game plan.
“I think we got a lot better from 
game one to game two,” Bradshaw 
said. “We have to continue to build 
from here. Boise State is a good team 
and that was a game we think we 
could have won, so the only place to 
go from here is up.”
The Griz travel to Seattle on Sun-
day for a road game, before return-
ing home to take on Carroll College 
on Nov. 26.
joshua.thomas@umontana.edu
@thejt_
Crossing Over: Corvallis native returns to Griz basketball
Joshua Thomas
For the Montana Kaimin
MOVIN’ ON UP
